

	
3GPP TSG-WG SA2 Meeting #161	S2-2402423
Athens, February 26th–March 1st, 2024        										(was S2-2400763)
	CR-Form-v12.2

	CHANGE REQUEST

	

	
	23.502
	CR
	DRAFT
	rev
	
	Current version:
	18.4.0
	

	

	For HELP on using this form: comprehensive instructions can be found at 
http://www.3gpp.org/Change-Requests.

	



	Proposed change affects:
	UICC apps
	
	ME
	
	Radio Access Network
	X
	Core Network
	X



	

	Title:	
	Assistance information for access stratum reference time distribution 

	
	

	Source to WG:
	Nokia, Nokia Shanghai Bell

	Source to TSG:
	SA2

	
	

	Work item code:
	TEI19_AS_TimeSyncEn
	
	Date:
	2024-02-16

	
	
	
	
	

	Category:
	B
	
	Release:
	Release 19

	
	Use one of the following categories:
F  (correction)
A  (mirror corresponding to a change in an earlier 													release)
B  (addition of feature), 
C  (functional modification of feature)
D  (editorial modification)
Detailed explanations of the above categories can
be found in 3GPP TR 21.900.
	Use one of the following releases:
Rel-8	(Release 8)
Rel-9	(Release 9)
Rel-10	(Release 10)
Rel-11	(Release 11)
…
Rel-16	(Release 16)
Rel-17	(Release 17)
Rel-18	(Release 18)
Rel-19	(Release 19)

	
	

	Reason for change:
	NG-RAN receives the 5G access stratum time distribution indication (enable, disable) based on which access stratum reference time information is distributed to the UE. The NG-RAN stores the 5G access stratum time distribution indication (enable, disable) in UE context. 

When the UE is released to RRC IDLE/CM-IDLE, the NG-RAN does not have any information that it could use to decide where access stratum reference information should be provided. The only option in Release 18 is to rely on NG-RAN node configuration based on a service level agreement for time distribution service. 

When the NG-RAN wants to release the UE to RRC INACTIVE, there is no standardized way to assist NG-RAN nodes in provisioning of access stratum reference time information which means that the UE in RRC INACTIVE should roam only between cells of the NG-RAN node which released the UE unless other NG-RAN nodes are configured to provide access stratum reference time information based on a service level agreement.  It is only the last serving NG-RAN node which can provide access stratum reference time information based on the 5G access stratum time distribution indication.

The above-described issues limit the use of spatial condition in AF request for access stratum time distribution if UEs should be allowed to transition to RRC IDLE or RRC INACTIVE state because the service must be provided in whole intended service area always based on a service level agreement and corresponding NG-RAN configuration. 

	
	

	Summary of change:
	The following changes are introduce to allow truly dynamic control of time synchronization coverage area 
· Time synchronization coverage area (spatial condition) is provided to the AMF from the TSCTSF through AM policy.
· The AMF uses the time syncrhonization coverage area and UE’s registration area to determine a subset of tracking area where access stratum time synchronization should be provided.
· The AMF sends RAN assistance information to NG-RAN informing about the tracking areas where acces stratum reference time information should be broadcast.

	
	

	Consequences if not approved:
	Spatial condition in AF request for access stratum time distribution cannot be fully utilize if UEs should be allowed to transition to RRC IDLE/CM-IDLE and RRC INACTIVE because NG-RAN nodes must be configured to broadcast access stratum reference time information always based on a service level agreement. If not done so, UEs may experience service interruption.

	
	

	Clauses affected:
	4.15.9.4, 4.28.2.1, 5.2.5.8.2, 5.2.5.8.3

	
	

	
	Y
	N
	
	

	Other specs
	
	
	 Other core specifications	
	TS/TR ... CR ... 

	affected:
	
	
	 Test specifications
	TS/TR ... CR ... 

	(show related CRs)
	
	
	 O&M Specifications
	TS/TR ... CR ... 

	
	

	Other comments:
	

	
	

	This CR's revision history:
	



Page 1


>>>> Start of Changes <<<<

[bookmark: _Toc153802016]4.15.9.4	Procedures for management of 5G access stratum time distribution
The AF can use the procedure to activate, update or delete the 5G access stratum time distribution for one UE or a group of UEs.
The AF may query the status of the 5G access stratum time distribution using Nnef_ASTI_Get service operation. The Nnef_ASTI_Create and Nnef_ASTI_Update request may contain the parameters as described in Table 4.15.9.4-1. The AF may subscribe to 5G access stratum time synchronization status via Nnef_ASTI_Subscribe service operation. The AF may receive 5G access stratum time distribution status updates via Nnef_ASTI_UpdateNotify service operation.
[bookmark: _CRTable4_15_9_41]Table 4.15.9.4-1: Description of 5G access stratum time distribution parameters
	Parameter
	Description

	5G access stratum time distribution indication (enable, disable)
	Indicates that the access stratum time distribution via Uu reference point should be activated or deactivated for the associated UE identities.

	Time synchronization error budget
	Indicates the time synchronization error budget for the time synchronization service (as described in clause 5.27.1.9 of TS 23.501 [2]).
[optional]

	Temporal Validity Condition
	Indicates start-time and stop-time attributes that describe the time period when the time synchronization service is active.
[optional]

	Spatial Validity Condition
	Indicates a geographical area (e.g. a civic address or shapes) or a TA list in which time synchronization service is enabled (NOTE 1).
[optional]

	Clock quality detail level
	It indicates whether and which clock quality information to provide to the UE and can take one of the following values "clock quality metrics" or "acceptable/not acceptable indication".
[optional]

	Clock quality acceptance criteria
	It indicates acceptance criteria for the UE. It is defined based on the attributes specified in Table 5.27.1.12-1 of TS 23.501 [2]. The parameter shall be included if the "clock quality detail level" = "acceptable/not acceptable".
[conditional]

	NOTE 1:	A geographical area requested by an AF includes at least one tracking area (TA), i.e. the granularity is restricted to a TA level in this release of the specifications.





[bookmark: _MON_1742883420]
[bookmark: _CRFigure4_15_9_41]Figure 4.15.9.4-1: Management of 5G access stratum time information
1.	AM Policy Association establishment as described in clause 4.16.1.
2.	(When the procedure is triggered by the AF request to influence the 5G access stratum time distribution):
-	To create a new request, the AF provides access stratum time distribution parameters to the NEF using the Nnef_ASTI_Create service operation (together with the AF identifier and potentially further inputs as specified in table 4.15.9.4-1), including a target (one UE identified by SUPI or GPSI, a group of UEs identified by an External Group Identifier. The NEF forwards the GPSI or the External Group Identifier to the TSCTSF by including it inside the Ntsctsf_ASTI_Create request.
-	To update or remove an existing request, the AF invokes an Nnef_ASTI_Update or Nnef_ASTI_Delete service operation providing the corresponding time synchronization configuration id.
-	To query the status of the access stratum time distribution, the AF invokes Nnef_ASTI_Get service operation providing the target (a list of UE identities (SUPI or GPSIs) or an External Group Identifier).
-	If the AF includes clock quality detail level, the request creates a subscription at the TSCTSF for notifications for the changes in 5G access stratum time distribution status.
-	To subscribe to NG-RAN timing synchronization status updates, the AF can subscribe to notifications as described in clause 4.15.9.5.1.
	The AF that is part of operator's trust domain may invoke the services directly with the TSCTSF and identifies the targeted UE(s) using SUPI(s) or an Internal Group Identifier.
	If the request includes a spatial validity condition and the AF uses a geographical area as a spatial validity condition, the NEF transforms this information into 3GPP identifiers (e.g. TAI(s)) based on pre-configuration.
NOTE 1:	Steps 1 and 2 can occur in any order.
NOTE 2:	It is assumed that AFs within the operator's domain is aware of TAs that can be used to formulate a spatial validity condition for Time Synchronization Coverage Area (see clause 5.27.1.10 of TS 23.501 [2]).
3.	(When the procedure is triggered by the AF request to influence the 5G access stratum time distribution):
-	The NEF authorizes the request. After successful authorization, the NEF invokes the Ntsctsf_ASTI_Create/Update/Delete/Get service operation with the TSCTSF discovered and selected as described in clause 6.3.24 of TS 23.501 [2].
-	The TSCTSF determines whether the targeted UE is part of a PTP instance in 5GS, if so the TSCTSF rejects the request (steps 4-11 are skipped).
-	The TSCTSF checks whether the AF requested parameters comply with the stored Time Synchronization Subscription Data as defined in clause 5.27.1.11 of TS 23.501 [2].
-	The TSCTSF calculates the Uu time synchronization error budget as described in clause 5.27.1.9 of TS 23.501 [2]. This does not apply in case of Ntsctsf_ASTI_Delete service operation.
	(When the procedure is triggered by PTP instance activation or modification in the TSCTSF):
-	The TSCTSF calculates the Uu time synchronization error budget as described in clause 5.27.1.9 of TS 23.501 [2] for corresponding SUPIs that are part of the PTP instance.
4.	(When the procedure is triggered by the AF request to influence the 5G access stratum time distribution):
	If the AF targeted UE(s) are identified by GPSI(s) or an External/Internal Group Identifier, the TSCTSF uses the Nudm_SDM_Get request to retrieve the subscription information (SUPI(s)) from the UDM using each GPSI or the External Group Identifier as received from the NEF, or an Internal Group Identifier as provided by the AF directly.
5.	(When the procedure is triggered by the AF request to influence the 5G access stratum time distribution):
	The UDM provides the Nudm_SDM_Get response containing SUPI(s) that are mapped from each received GPSI or the External/Internal Group Identifier and identify the targeted UEs.
6a.	(When the procedure is triggered by the AF request to influence the 5G access stratum time distribution):
	If the Ntsctsf_ASTI_Create request in step 2 contains a spatial validity condition, then the TSCTSF performs the following operations:
-	For each target UE, TSCTSF checks with the stored Time Synchronization Subscription data if the spatial validity condition is allowed. The TSCTSF determines whether the TSCTSF has subscribed for the UE presence in Area of Interest composed by the TAs list in the spatial validity condition. If not, the TSCTSF may either discover the AMF(s) serving in the TAs comprising the spatial validity condition or discovers the serving AMF(s) for each UE identified by a GPSI/SUPI as described in clause 5.27.1.10 of TS 23.501 [2].
	Then the TSCTSF subscribes to the AMF(s) to receive notifications about the UE presence in Area of Interest using Namf_EventExposure operation with the corresponding event filters as described in clause 5.2.2.3 and in clause 5.3.4.4 of TS 23.501 [2]. The subscribed area of interest may be the same as the spatial validity condition or may be a subset of the spatial validity condition (e.g. a list of TAs) based on the latest known UE location.
-	In order to ensure that a TAI list specifying the AoI for the AMF is aligned with UE's Registration Area (RA), the following steps shall be performed:
-	When invoking the subscription with the AMF(s), the TSCTSF may provide an indication, a new Parameter Type = "Adjust AoI based on RA", that the AMF may adjust the received AoI depending on UE's RA.
-	After receiving the Namf_EventExposure_Subscribe request from the TSCTSF with the Parameter Type = "Adjust AoI based on RA" and specified AoI, the AMF compares TAs from the AoI with the UE's Registration Area (RA). If the AoI includes one or more TA(s) that are part of UE's current RA, the AMF reports the UE is inside the Area Of Interest, otherwise the AMF reports the UE is outside the Area Of Interest, as described in Annex D.
-	The AMF notifies the TSCTSF about the UE's presence in the AoI using the Namf_EventExposure_Notify service operation.
-	Based on the notification from the AMF and spatial validity condition received in step 1, the TSCTSF determines whether to activate time synchronization service for this UE:
-	If the UE location is within the spatial validity condition, the TSCTSF determines to enable access stratum time distribution for the UE.
-	If the UE location is outside the spatial validity condition, the TSCTSF determines to disable access stratum time distribution for the UE.
	If the Ntsctsf_ASTI_Create request in step 2 contains a temporal validity condition with a start-time and/or the stop-time that is in the future, the TSCTSF maintains the start-time and stop-time for the time synchronization service for the corresponding time synchronization configuration. If the start-time is in the past, the TSCTSF treats the request as if the time synchronization service was activated immediately. When the start-time is reached, the TSCTSF proceeds with the subsequent steps. When the stop-time is reached for active time synchronization service configuration, the TSCTSF proceeds as if Nnef_ASTI_Delete was received.
6b.	(When the procedure is triggered by the AF request to influence the 5G access stratum time distribution):
	The TSCTSF checks the AF request with the stored Time Synchronization Subscription data as described in clause 5.27.1.11 of TS 23.501 [2] for any targeted UE. If the AF is not authorized, steps 7-11 are skipped.
7.	The TSCTSF searches the PCF for the UE using Nbsf_Management_Subscribe with a SUPI as an input parameter, indicating that it is searching for the PCF that handles the AM Policy Association of the UE.
8.	The BSF provides to the TSCTSF the identity of the PCF for the UE for the requested SUPI via an Nbsf_Management_Notify operation. If matching entries already existed in the BSF when step 6 is performed, this shall be immediately reported to the TSCTSF.
9.	The TSCTSF sends to the PCF for the UE its request for the AM policy of the UE (identified by SUPI) using Npcf_AMPolicyAuthorization request, containing the 5G access stratum time distribution indication (enable, disable), optionally the calculated Uu time synchronization error budget, optionally the TAs of the spatial validity condition for Time Synchronization Coverage Area, optionally the clock quality detail level and clock quality acceptance criteria.
	(When the procedure is triggered by PTP instance activation, modification, or deactivation in the TSCTSF):
	The TSCTSF ensures the 5G access stratum time distribution for the UE is enabled if at least one of the PTP instances the UE is part of is active.
10.	If the PCF receives multiple time synchronization error budgets for a given UE, then the PCF picks the most stringent budget. The PCF takes a policy decision and then the PCF may initiate an AM Policy Association Modification procedure for the UE as described in clause 4.16.2.2 to provide AMF the 5G access stratum time distribution parameters. As part of this, the AMF shall, if supported, store the 5G access stratum time distribution indication (enable, disable), the Uu time synchronization error budget, the TA list of the spatial validity condition for Time Synchronization Coverage Area, clock quality detail level and clock quality acceptance criteria, and the UE reconnection indication in the UE context in AMF and send the 5G access stratum time distribution indication (enable, disable), the Uu time synchronization error budget, clock quality detail level and clock quality acceptance criteria when they are available, to NG-RAN during mobility registration, AM policy modification, Service Request, N2 Handover and Xn handover as specified in TS 38.413 [10]. The NG-RAN node shall, if supported, store the information in the UE Context. Based on this information, the NG-RAN node provides the 5GS access stratum time to the UE according to the Uu time synchronization error budget as provided by the TSCTSF (if supported by UE and NG-RAN) and NG-RAN provides timing synchronization status reports to the UE (as described in clause 4.15.9.5.2).
	If the UE has indicated a support for network reconnection due to RAN timing synchronization status change as described in clause 5.4.4a of TS 23.501 [2], and if the AMF received "clock quality detail level" as part of an AM Policy Association Modification procedure, the AMF sets the "UE reconnection indication" for the UE to connect to the network in the case when the UE later detects that the NG-RAN timing synchronization status has changed while the UE is in CM-IDLE or CM-CONNECTED with RRC_INACTIVE state. The AMF shall send the UE reconnection indication to the UE updating the UE configuration as defined in clause 4.2.4.2.
	If the AMF receives Uu time synchronization error budget in the Access Stratum Time Synchronization Service Authorization as part of the Access and Mobility Subscription data during registration procedure (see clause 4.28.2.1) and in the AM Policy, the AMF should use the value received from the AM policy.
NOTE 3:	This release of the specification assumes that deployments ensure that the targeted UEs and the NG-RAN nodes serving those UEs support Rel-17 propagation delay compensation as defined in TS 38.300 [9].
10b. The AMF uses both the UE’s registration area and the the TA list of the spatial validity condition for Time Synchronization Coverage Area to determine a list of tracking areas where access stratum time distribution should be enabled. The list of tracking areas should comprise tracking areas that are both in the UE’s registration area and the spatial validity condition. Optionally, the list of tracking areas may include tracking areas present in the spatial validity condition that are neighboring tracking areas to the UE’s registration area to avoid service interruption. The AMF sends N2 message (RAN Assistance Information) to one or more NG-RAN nodes controlling the traking areas in the list of tracking areas. The AMF includes in the N2 message the tracking areas controlled by the NG-RAN node where access stratum time distribution should be enabled.
11.	The PCF of the UE replies to the TSCTSF with the result of Npcf_AMPolicyAuthorization operation.
12.	(When the procedure is triggered by the AF request to influence the 5G access stratum time distribution):
	The TSCTSF responds the AF with the Ntsctsf_ASTI_Create/Update/Delete/Get service operation response.
13.	(When the procedure is triggered by the AF request to influence the 5G access stratum time distribution):
	The NEF informs the AF about the result of the Nnef_ASTI_Create/Update/Delete/Get service operation performed in step 2.
14.	(When the procedure is triggered by the AF request to influence the 5G access stratum time distribution):
	If TSCTSF received spatial validity condition as part of the Ntsctsf_ASTI_Create request in step 2, upon the reception of a change in the UE presence in Area of Interest notification, the TSCTSF determines if the spatial validity condition shall trigger an activation or deactivation of the access stratum time distribution:
-	If the UE has moved inside the Time Synchronization Coverage Area, then the TSCTSF determines to enable access stratum time distribution for the UE.
-	If the UE has moved outside the Time Synchronization Coverage Area, then the TSCTSF determines to disable access stratum time distribution for the UE.
	If TSCTSF received clock quality acceptance criteria as part of the Ntsctsf_ASTI_Create request in step 2, upon a reception of a UE presence in Area of Interest notification, the TSCTSF determines if the UE is impacted correlating UE presence in Area of Interest notifications provided by the serving AMF and the timing synchronization status received (e.g. degradation, failure, recovery) as described in clause 5.27.1.12 of TS 23.501 [2].
15-16.	(When the procedure is triggered by the AF request to influence the 5G access stratum time distribution):
	If TSCTSF determines to modify access stratum time distribution for the UE in step 14 for which the AF requested access stratum time distribution, the TSCTSF notifies the service status to AF.
	If the TSCTSF determines a change in the support of the clock quality acceptance criteria for the UE in step 14 for which the AF requested access stratum time distribution, the TSCTSF includes the clock quality acceptance criteria result to the notification to the AF. Based on this notification, the AF decides whether to modify the ASTI service configured for the UE using Ntsctsf_ASTI_Update service.
17.	If there was a failure/degradation/improvement event in step 14, the NG-RAN provides timing synchronization status reports to the UE (as described in clause 4.15.9.5.2).
>>>> Next Change <<<<
[bookmark: _Toc153802291]4.28.2.1	Control of access stratum time synchronization service without AF request
The control of 5G Access Stratum-based Time Distribution for a UE is performed by the AMF according to parameters retrieved in the Access and Mobility Subscription data.



[bookmark: _CRFigure4_28_2_11]Figure 4.28.2.1-1: Subscription-based control of 5G access stratum-based time distribution
1.	The UE performs the registration procedure as described in clause 4.2.2.2.2. The AMF retrieves the Access and Mobility Subscription data including the Access Stratum Time Synchronization Service Authorization. The Access and Mobility Subscription data may further include the Uu time synchronization error budget, one or more periods of start and stop times defining active times, a coverage area, clock quality detail level, and the acceptance criteria for the UE, as described in clause 5.27.1.11 of TS 23.501 [2].
	As part of this, the AMF shall, if supported, store the 5G access stratum time distribution indication (enable, disable), the Uu time synchronization error budget, clock quality detail level and clock quality acceptance criteria, and the UE reconnection indication in the UE context in AMF.
2.	The AMF performs the control according to the subscription data as follows.
	If the AMF receives start and stop times then the AMF sends the message to the NG-RAN to enable or disable the 5G access stratum time distribution according to the expiry of start and stop times if the UE is in CM-CONNECTED state. If the UE is in CM-IDLE state when a Start time condition is met, then the AMF pages the UE and provides the 5G access stratum distribution indication to NG-RAN as part of the subsequent service request procedure initiated by the UE in the response to the paging.
	If the AMF received Time Synchronization Coverage Area information as part of the Access and Mobility Subscription data including the Access Stratum Time Synchronization Service Authorization, the AMF determines if the Coverage Area information shall trigger an activation or deactivation of the access stratum time distribution:
-	If the UE has moved inside the Coverage Area, then the AMF determines to enable access stratum time distribution for the UE.
-	If the UE has moved outside the Coverage Area, then the AMF determines to disable access stratum time distribution for the UE.
	The AMF determines whether the UE moves inside/outside of the Coverage Area specified in the clause 5.27.1.11 of TS 23.501 [2]
	The AMF shall send the UE reconnection indication to the UE updating the UE configuration as defined in clause 4.2.2 or clause 4.2.4.2.
3.	The AMF sends N2 message (UE Context Modification Request) to the NG-RAN. The AMF sends the 5G access stratum time distribution indication (enable, disable), the Uu time synchronization error budget, clock quality detail level and clock quality acceptance criteria when they are available, to NG-RAN during mobility registration, AM policy modification, Service Request, N2 Handover and Xn handover as specified in TS 38.413 [10]. The NG-RAN node shall, if supported, store the information in the UE Context. Based on this information, the NG-RAN node provides the 5GS access stratum time to the UE according to the Uu time synchronization error budget as provided by the TSCTSF (if supported by UE and NG-RAN) and NG-RAN provides timing synchronization status reports to the UE (as described in clause 4.15.9.5.2).
4.	The AMF uses both the UE’s registration area and the Coverage Area to determine a list of tracking areas where access stratum time distribution should be enabled. The list of tracking areas should comprise tracking areas that are both in the UE’s registration area and the Coverage Area. Optionally, the list of tracking areas may include tracking areas present in the Coverage Area that are neighboring tracking areas to the UE’s registration area to avoid service interruption. The AMF sends N2 message (RAN Assistance Information) to one or more NG-RAN nodes controlling the traking areas in the list of tracking areas. The AMF includes in the N2 message the tracking areas controlled by the NG-RAN node where access stratum time distribution should be enabled.

>>>> Next Change <<<<
[bookmark: _CR5_2_5_8_2][bookmark: _Toc153802436]5.2.5.8.2	Npcf_AMPolicyAuthorization_Create service operation
Service operation name: Npcf_AMPolicyAuthorization_Create	
Description: Authorizes the request and optionally determines and installs AM influence data according to the information provided by the NF Consumer.
Inputs, Required: SUPI.
Inputs, Optional: GPSI, Throughput requirements, service coverage requirements, policy duration, subscribed events(s), 5G access stratum time distribution indication (enable, disable), Uu time synchronization error budget, TA list of the spatial validity condition for Time Synchronization Coverage Area, clock quality detail level, clock quality acceptance criteria.
The subscribed event includes Event ID as specified in Npcf_AMPolicyAuthorization_Notify service operation, Event Reporting Information defined in Table 4.15.1-1 (only the Event Reporting mode and the immediate reporting flag when applicable), Notification Target Address.
Outputs, Required: Success or Failure.
Outputs, Optional: Identification of the created application context, the inputs that can be accepted by the PCF.
>>>> Next Change <<<<
[bookmark: _CR5_2_5_8_3][bookmark: _Toc153802437]5.2.5.8.3	Npcf_AMPolicyAuthorization_Update service operation
Service operation name: Npcf_AMPolicyAuthorization_Update
Description: Provides updated information to the PCF.
Inputs, Required: Identification of the application context.
Inputs, Optional: Throughput requirements, service coverage requirements, policy duration, 5G access stratum time distribution indication (enable, disable), Uu time synchronization error budget, TA list of the spatial validity condition for Time Synchronization Coverage Area, clock quality detail level, clock quality acceptance criteria.
Outputs, Required: Success or Failure.
Outputs, Optional: The inputs that can be accepted by the PCF.
[bookmark: _CR5_2_5_8_4]>>>> End of Changes <<<<
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10. AM Policy Association Modification initiated by the PCF
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1. AM Policy Association Establishment

2.Nnef_ASTI_Create/Update/Delete/Get request

3.Ntsctsf_ASTI_Create/Update/Delete/Get request

TSCTSF

4. Nudm_SDM_Get request

5. Nudm_SDM_Get response

8. Nbsf_Management_Notify

7. Nbsf_Management_Subscribe

6b. Check if AF is allowed to request ASTI

6a. Spatial validity condition resolution

9. Npcf_AMPolicyAuthorization_Create/Update request

16. Nnef_ASTI_UpdateNotify

15. Ntsctsf_ASTI_UpdateNotify
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